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SUBJECT: WEEKEND TROOP DEPLOYMENTS AND ANTI- VIETNAMESE REACTION 
TO THAI-LAO BORDER CLASH 

1. ON SATURDAY NOVEMBER 22 RTA TROOPS ALONG THE LAO BORDER 
WERE REINFORCED BY TWO INFANTRY COMPANIES AND ONE 105MM HOW- 
ITZER BATTERY FROM THE 13TH COMBINED RTA REGIMENT IN UDORN. 

(WE HAVE NO INFORMATION YET ON THE REPORT IN TODAY'S "NATION" 

OF A BATTALION MOVING IN FROM PHITSANULOK.) TROOPS HAVE BEEN 
DEPLOYED FROM THE INITIAL CONFLICT AREA NEAR THE TOWN OF BAN 
THA MAFUANG TO COVER EIGHT KILOMETERS OF THE RIVER BANK, WITH 
THE HEAVIEST CONCENTRATION OPPOSITE THE STRANDED PATROL CRAFT. 
ROAD BLOCKS HAVE BEEN SET UP ON THE RIGHT AND LEFT FLANK OF 
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KHUK. 

2. ON SUNDAY DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER GEN. PRAMARN ADIREKSARN 
VISITED RTG TROOPS IN THE BAN THAT MAFUANG AREA. PRAMARN'S 
VISIT AND THE ENTHUSIAM OF THE THAI VILLAGERS IN THE AREA WHO 
ARE CHEERING THE TROOP BUILDUP HAVE BOOSTED RTA MORALE. 
ALTHOUGH THE GUNS HAVE BEEN SILENT SINCE THE INITIAL ENGAGE- 
MENT, THE MOOD AMONG THAI OFFICERS IS THAT WHEN OPERATIONS TO 
SALVAGE PATROL BOAT 123 COMMENCE. A FURTHER OUTBREAK OF 
SHOOTING IS LIKELY. 

3. ETHNIC VIETNAMESE WHO FLED INDOCHINA IN THE EARLY 1950’S 
MAKE UP A SIGNIFICANT AND LARGELY UNASSIMILATED MINORITY IN 
THA BO DISTRICT. THA BO TOWN ITSELF IS ABOUT HALF VIETNAMESE. 

THAI PRESS REPORTS OF ANTI- VIETNAMESE PROTESTS ACCURATELY RE- 
FLECT THE INDIGENOUS THAI SENTIMENT THAT THIS MINORITY STILL 
OWES ITS ALLEGIANCE TO HANOI. ON THE NIGHT OF NOVEMBER 19 
VILLAGERS IN BAN PHON SA ROUGHED UP TWO VIETNAMESE YOUTHS WHO 
WERE BOASTING ABOUT THE PROWESS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND 
LAO ARMIES. (THESE WERE THE NVA "SPIES'' REPORTED IN THE BANGKOK 
PRESS.) THEY WERE LATER TURNED OVER TO THAI PROVINCIAL AUTHOR- 
ITIES. TO CHANNEL THE IMPULSES OF THE THAI YOUTH IN THA BO 
DISTRICT, THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES HAVE FORMED A HOME GUARD UNIT. 
IN THIS WAY OFFICIALS HOPE TO AVOID MOB ACTION HOSTILE TO 
VIETNAMESE RESIDENTS OF THE DISTRICT. 

4. TO ENFORCE THE BORDER CLOSURE THE THA BO DISTRICT OFFICER 
HAS FORCED THE LONG-TAILED BOATS OPERATORS TO REMOVE THE 
ENGINS FROM THEIR BOATS ANDHAS CHAINED THE BOATS TOGETHER. 
BIGELOW 

UNQUOTE. 

WHITEHOUSE 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TROOP DEPLOYMENT, PRESS COMMENTS, BORDER INCIDENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 NOV 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: RowellEO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BANGK024747 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750409-1129 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 975/newtext/tl 9751 1 13/aaaaalao. tel 

Line Count: 91 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: RowellEO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29 MAY 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <18 NOV 2003 by RowellE0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WEEKEND TROOP DEPLOYMENTS AND ANTI-VIETNAMESE REACTION TO THAI-LAO BORDER CLASH 
TAGS: PBOR, TH, LA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




